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FUGALEI MARKET SURVEY – NOVEMBER 2011 

 

This report provides a monthly review of selected agricultural produce available at the Fugalei Market based on the price data and volume index survey.  

Corresponding tables are attached for ease of reference

Issue No. 11 /11      

  

OVERVIEW 

 

The Samoa Bureau of Statistics survey of Agriculture 

produce at the Fugalei Market in the month of November 

2011 recorded a downturn of 44 percent in overall 

volume substantiated by the prolonged periods of dry 

weather conditions.  As indicated by most farmers, limited 

rainfall negatively affected most produce; in particular, 

taro and ta’amu recording significant reductions in 

supply to the market.   When comparing the month under 

review with the same month of last year, current supply 

was 52 percent lower.    (See Graph 1 and Tables 4 & 5) 
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Graph 1

SUPPLY AND PRICE INDICES BY MONTH**
(2010 = 100)

Volume Price

 
 

The overall price index however, increased 10 percent 

from the previous month and was 64 percent higher than 

November 2010.  The increase in the overall price index in 

the month under review stem from significant increases 

in the prices of all produce with the exception of banana, 

ta’amu, breadfruit and cucumber. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

TARO 

 

 The availability of taro to the Fugalei Market at 2,702 

pounds fell 44 percent from the previous month and was 

71 percent lower when compared to November 2010. This 

month’s supply marked the lowest volume for taro to the 

market to date in 2011.  Consequent to this month’s lower 

volume, the average price of taro increased 29 percent to 

$1.67 per pound from the previous month and was 72 

percent higher when comparing the same month of last 

year. (See Graph 2 and Tables 1 & 2) 
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Graph 2
SUPPLY AND PRICE OF TARO**

Volume Price

 
 

In line with the lower volume of taro supplies in November 

2011, current supply contributed to a 9 percent decrease 

in volume and 1 percent decrease in average price when 

comparing the 12 months ending November 2011 over the 

twelve months ending November 2010. 
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BANANA 

 

 Banana supplies dropped 7 percent in November 2011 to 

4,488 pounds. Compared to the same month of 2010, 

current supply was 57 percent lower. Similarly, average 

price at $0.51 per pound revealed a 2 percent decrease 

from last month but was 4 percent higher than November 

2010.  (See Graph 3 and Tables 1 & 2) 
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Graph 3
SUPPLY AND PRICE OF BANANA**

Volume Price

price

 
 

Regardless of this month’s lower supply of banana, 

current supply contributed to a 6 percent increase in 

volume and 7 percent decrease in its average price 

when reviewing the 12 months ending November 

2011 over the 12 months ending November 2010. 

 

 

TARO PALAGI 

 

The supply of taro palagi in the month under review 

rose tripling its volume from October 2011 to 454 

pounds while its price also surged 64 percent to $1.03 

per pound reflecting stronger demand for this staple 

crop. In comparison to November 2010, current 

supply of taro palagi was almost three times higher 

and average price was also two times more than that 

of November 2010. (See Graph 4 and Tables 1 & 2) 

 

0.00

0.20

0.40

0.60

0.80

1.00

1.20

1.40

1.60

1.80

2.00

0

300

600

900

1200

1500

1800

2100

N
O
V
1
0
.A
V

M
A
Y
1
1
.A
V

J
U
N
1
1
.A
V

J
U
L
1
1
.A
V

A
U
G
1
1
.A
V

S
E
P
1
1
.A
V

O
C
T
1
1
.A
V

N
O
V
1
1
.A
V

p
ri
c
e
 p
e
r 
p
o
u
n
d
, T
a
la

v
o
lu
m
e
 (
lb
s
)

Graph 4
SUPPLY AND PRICE OF TARO PALAGI**

Volume Price

 

Current supply of taro palagi contributed to a 6 

percent increase in volume and a 1 percent reduction 

in price when comparing the 12 months ending 

November 2011 over November 2010. 

 

 

TA’AMU 

 

After improving in the October 2011, the supply of 

ta’amu at the market sharply declined 81 percent to 

1,336 pounds in November 2011 as weak demand led 

its average price to fall 6 percent to $1.80 per pound. 

In comparison with November 2010, current ta’amu 

supply was 86 percent lower while average price was 

almost two times higher reflecting less availability of 

this staple crop. (See Graph 5 and Tables 1 & 2) 
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Graph 5
SUPPLY AND PRICE OF TA'AMU**

Volume Price

 
 

Lower supply for ta’amu in the month under review 

contributed to a 29 percent decrease in volume while 

average price rose 7 percent when reviewing the 

twelve months ending November 2011 over the 

twelve months ending November 2010. 

 

 

COCONUT 
 

At 12,927 pounds, the supply of coconut in the month 

under review slipped 1 percent from the previous 

month while its price rose 4 percent to $0.25 per 

pound. Similarly, at its current level, the average 

availability of coconut was 4 percent lower than the 

same month of last year while average price was 14 

percent higher over the year.  (See Graph 6 and 

Tables 1 & 2) 

 



PO Box 1151                         Email: Info.stats@sbs.gov.ws                                                                                   3 

APIA, SAMOA                        Website: www.sbs.gov.ws 

Telephone (685) 62000 

Fax: (685) 24675 

0.00

0.05

0.10

0.15

0.20

0.25

0.30

0.35

0.40

0.45

0.50

0

5000

10000

15000

20000

25000

N
O
V
1
0
.A
V

M
A
Y
1
1
.A
V

J
U
N
1
1
.A
V

J
U
L
1
1
.A
V

A
U
G
1
1
.A
V

S
E
P
1
1
.A
V

O
C
T
1
1
.A
V

N
O
V
1
1
.A
V

p
ri
c
e
 p
e
r 
p
o
u
n
d
, T
a
la

v
o
lu
m
e
 (l
b
s
)

Graph 6
SUPPLY AND PRICE OF COCONUT**

Volume Price

 
 

Despite the lower availability of coconut in the twelve 

months ending November 2011, it contributed to a 15 

percent increase in volume as price also rose 7 

percent when compared to the twelve months ending 

November 2010.  

 

 

BREADFRUIT 

 

Breadfruit supply at 341 pounds in November 2011 

declined 50 percent from the previous month, a level 

that was 62 percent lower than that in the same 

month of 2010. Average price at $0.59 per pound 

dropped 3 percent from the previous month as a 

result of weak demand for breadfruit but when 

compared to November 2010, the current price was 

31 percent higher. (See Graph 7 and Tables 1 & 2) 

 

0.00

0.20

0.40

0.60

0.80

1.00

1.20

1.40

1.60

1.80

2.00

0

200

400

600

800

1000

1200

1400

1600

1800

2000

N
O
V
1
0
.A
V

M
A
Y
1
1
.A
V

J
U
N
1
1
.A
V

J
U
L
1
1
.A
V

A
U
G
1
1
.A
V

S
E
P
1
1
.A
V

O
C
T
1
1
.A
V

N
O
V
1
1
.A
V

p
ri
c
e
 p
e
r 
p
o
u
n
d
, T
a
la

v
o
lu
m
e
 (
lb
s
)

Graph 7
SUPPLY AND PRICE OF BREADFRUIT**

Volume Price

 
 

A twelve months comparison ending November 2011 

over the twelve months ending November 2010 

consequently revealed current supply contributing to 

a 3 percent increase in volume while price fell 8 

percent. 

 

 

YAM 

 

The supply of yam increased 14 percent (to 436 

pounds) from the previous month and was 1 percent 

higher than its level last year. Increased demand for 

yam drove its price up 13 percent to $1.62 per pound 

from the previous month and was 15 percent higher 

than the same month last year. (See Graph 8 and 

Tables 1 & 2) 
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Graph 8
SUPPLY AND PRICE OF YAM**

Volume Price

 
 

The higher volume of yam supplied in the month 

under review contributed to an overall 37 percent 

increase in the average availability of this commodity 

when comparing the twelve months ending 

November 2011 over the twelve months ending 

November 2010 while its average price dropped 8 

percent.   

 

 

VEGETABLE PRODUCE 

 

Dry weather conditions tended to affect the 

availability of most vegetable produce negatively in 

November 2011 with the exception of cucumber 

whose volume rose 69 percent to 355 pounds. 

Chinese cabbage recorded the largest decrease in 

supply of 66 percent (to 274 pounds) from the 

previous month, followed by a 56 percent reduction 

in pumpkin supplies to 4,735 pounds. Tomato and 

head cabbage supplies fell 53 percent (to 558 pounds) 

and 21 percent (to 2,508 pounds) respectively. (See 

Graphs 9 to 13 and Tables 1 & 2) 
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Graph 9
SUPPLY AND PRICES OF H.CABBAGE**

Volume Price
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Graph 10
SUPPLY AND PRICE OF TOMATOES**

Volume Price
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Graph 11
SUPPLY AND PRICE OF CH.CABBAGE**

Volume Price
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Graph 12
SUPPLY AND PRICE OF CUCUMBER**

Volume Price
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Graph 13
SUPPLY AND PRICE OF PUMPKIN**

Volume Price

 

 

Consequent to less availability of most vegetable 

produce, average prices rose in the month under 

review.  Tomato prices expanded 49 percent to $2.09 

per pound, followed by a 42 percent increase in 

pumpkin prices at $1.09 per pound. Chinese and head 

cabbage prices also rose 28 percent (to $2.36 per 

pound) and 9 percent (to $1.72 per pound) 

respectively.  Cucumber prices fell 9 percent to $1.78 

per pound. 

 

 

SELLERS 

 

At 170, the number of sellers at the Fugalei Market on 

the days surveyed in the month under review was 23 

percent lower than in October 2011 and when 

compared to November 2010, the current number of 

sellers was 40 percent lower. (See Graphs 14 and 15 

and Table 6) 
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In the month under review, pumpkin sellers remained 

the largest group with 33 suppliers despite its 

decreasing total from 58 in the previous month and 

64 in the same month last year. Tomato sellers 

followed with its total falling to 29 from 38 in October 

2011 but higher than 23 in November 2010. Coconut 

sellers were third with a decreasing total of 27 from 

32 in October 2011 and 55 in November 2010. Taro 

sellers increased to 26 from 17 in the previous month 

but was lower than 49 in November 2010. Banana 

sellers decreased to 20 from 21 and 28 respectively 

from the previous month and the same month of 

2010 while cucumber sellers increased to 14 from 12 

in the previous month but was lower than 25 in 

November 2010. Chinese cabbage, yam, breadfruit 

and ta’amu recorded 4 sellers each decreasing from 8, 

5, 5 and 15 respectively from October 2011. Head 

cabbage and taro palagi recorded 6 and 2 sellers in 

that order.  

 

 

VALUE OF SUPPLIES 

 

Consequent to the lower volume in November 2011, 

the average value of selected produce supplied to the 

market decreased 41 percent to $25,700 from 

October 2011 and was 37 percent lower when 

compared to the total value in November 2010. 
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Contributing the most to the total value of produce 

surveyed in November 2011 was pumpkin, recording 

a 20 percent share increasing from 19 percent and 18 

percent in October 2011 and November 2010 

respectively.  Taro followed with an 18 percent share 

which was higher than its contribution of 14 percent 

in the previous month but was lower than its 22 

percent share in November 2010. Head cabbage 

contributed 17 percent to total value of supplies, 

higher than its 12 percent share in the previous 

month and 13 percent share last year. Coconut 

contributed 13 percent, which was higher than 7 

percent each in October 2011 and November 2010. 

Banana and ta’amu accounted for 9 percent each 

while tomato recorded a 5 percent share. Yam and 

Chinese cabbage contributed shares of 3 percent each 

while cucumber and taro palagi both brought in 2 

percent. Breadfruit contributed the least share of 1 

percent to the total value of supplies in November 

2011.   (See Graph 16 and Table 3) 
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@ Weights for the selected produce have been revised using 

2008 as the base period and have been incorporated starting 

from January 2010 report. 

 

** Data shown reflects the average availability and prices of the 

selected produce at the Fugalei Market on each Friday (Thursday 

where Friday is a public holiday) in the months under reference. 
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