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OVERVIEW

Employment numbers in the September
2016 quarter increased by 1.6% over the

September 2015 quarter but slightly in-
creased by 1.3% over the June 2016 quar-

ter. Wages for the September 2016 quarter

recorded an 11.3% increase over the Sep-
tember 2015 quarter and also went up by
7.9% when compared to the June 2016
quarter. The increase in wages in the period
under review (September 2016 quarter) was
mainly due to the increase in employee re-
cruitment in sectors such as Accommoda-
tion to cater for employees to service newly
developed Accommodation providers now
dominating this sector as well as the grow-
ing demand in the Communication sector.

Summary Table

Jun 2016 Sep 2016
Quarter Quarter
Employment Number 24,381 24,694
Total Wages (‘000) $131,490  $141,839
Average Wages Received $5,397 $5,741
Employment Growth
(% change over the same 1.6% 1.6%
quarter of the previous year)
EMPLOYMENT INDEX

The employment index recorded a gradual posi-
tive growth following a decline in March 2016
quarter of 0.6% compared to December 2015
quarter. In September 2016 quarter, the employ-

ment index recorded an increase of 1.6% compared
to September 2015 quarter as well as a 1.3% increase
compared to June 2016 quarter. The major contribu-
tors to this increase in employment in the September
2016 quarter were Construction, Accommodation and
Other Business Services with increases of 24.6%,
20.0% and 13.7% each over the employed population
in the September 2015 quarter.

Depicted in Chart 1 is the trend in the quarterly em-

ployment index from September 2013 to September
2016.

Chart 1: Employment Index,
September 2016
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Some of the significant contributors to employment

growth are as follows.
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Chart 2: Construction Employment Index

Construction employ-
ment index

(2009=100) recorded

an increase of 24.6%
in the September
2016 over the Sep-
tember 2015 quarter
due to the continuous
increase in various
infrastructural projects
as well as private
construction  works

being implemented.

Chart 3: Accommodation Employment Index

Accommodation employ-
ment index (2009=100)

recorded an increase  of
20.0% in the September
2016 over the September
2015 quarter due to the

continuous increase | in
employment recruitment
to cater for the newly

established Accommoda-
tion providers now in

operation.

Chart 4: Other Business Services Employment Index

Other Business Services
employment index
(2009=100) recorded an
increase of 13.7% in the
September 2016 over the

September 2015 quarter.

WAGE INDEX (2009=100)

Chart 5: Wage Index, September 2013—September 2016

Chart 5 shows the wage index from September 2013 to
September 2016. As shown in the chart, the wage index
continues to increase. In September 2016, the wage index
went up by 9.5% over the same quarter of 2015 and a
6.4% increase over June 2016 quarter.

The increase in the wage index in the September 2016
quarter reflected the rise in wages paid out to employees
working in industries such as Construction, Public Admin-
istration, Water and Accommodation with increase of
15.2%, 12.3%, 11.4% and 10.7% compared to June 2016
quarter.

EMPLOYMENT LEVELS

According to Table 2 below, the estimated population em-
ployed in the formal sector in the September 2016 quarter
was 24,694; of which 57.7% were males and 42.3% were
females. Total wages amounted to about $141,839 thou-
sand; Males received the biggest share of the total wages
in the September 2016 quarter. Total wages paid to males
comprised 55.5% of the total, with females receiving
44.5% of total wages. However, in terms of average wag-
es, males earned less than females. As shown in Table 2,
Male average wages amounted to $5,527 while for fe-
males, average wages were $6,040.

Table 2: Employment & Wages September 2016 Quarter

Employed Persons, Total Wages & Average Quarterly Wages
September 2016

Total % Male % Female %

Total
Employed 24,694 100 14,249 57.7 10,445 42.3

Total

Wages

($6000) 141,839 100 78,747 55.5 63,092 44.5
Quarterly

Average

Wages ($) 5,741 5,627 6,040

Table 3 below shows the employed population by sector,
Primary, Secondary, Tertiary and the Public Sector from
September 2015 to September 2016. In September 2016,
Tertiary sector was the biggest employer accounting for
61.2% of the total formal population. Public Administra-
tion was the second biggest employer employing around

Page 2

EMPLOYMENT STATISTICS SEPTEMBER 2016




