
The Course for the attainment of a Certificate in Official
Statistics co-ordinated by our Office in close collabora-
tion with Statistics New Zealand and the Tokelau Na-
tional Statistics Office.

This course gives great emphasis to the crucial use of
Official Statistics in the Public Service, as it is designed
to:

 increase the capability of staff using statistics
so that Pacific governments and develop-
ment partners receive better statistical and
policy advice;

 explain the characteristics, purpose, opera-
tion and drivers of the national statistics sys-
tem and the global system; and

 increase understanding of the value of statis-
tics, sufficient to allow users to work collabo-
ratively with producers to improve the quality
of statistics and the statistical system

The course was held at the Development Bank of Sa-
moa Conference Room for two weeks from 9th to the
20th March 2015.

There were twenty four (24) local participants involve in
this training course, three (3) of those candidates from
Tokelau NS Office, nine (9) participants from the Samoa
Statistics and (12) external candidates from other Line
Ministries and Corporations.

The NZ Statistics, Lectures and Tutors are Emma Mawby
and Kirsti Rawstron and also Paul Brown.  Furthermore
an Australian Assessor [Dr] Neil  Bechervaise and Direc-
tor of NZ Stats Andrew Tideswell delivered two sessions
such as half days orientation meeting into two groups,
candidates in group one and candidates line manag-
ers in group two.

This course is on progress and ongoing with projects
and researches introduce to participants and the final
session will be conducted by August this year.

The participation of Census staff in the IDA training in
2012, has raised awareness on DMO of the vital role
that the SBS played in the event of natural disasters.
The information and resources which are vested with
the Bureau has assisted the DMO in identifying house-
holds in times of post disaster relief efforts.

Ms Molly has conducted a presentation on National
Framework for Disaster Risk Management in Samoa,
which has informed the bureau’s involvement with vari-
ous sub committees which are directly involved with
the pre, during and post disaster relief efforts.

After the presentation, a special committee was estab-
lished in the bureau to assist with the DMO and mem-
bers from different divisions are now allocated under
each of the Disaster Advisory Committee (DAC)

Disaster Advisory Committee
(DAC) & SBS involvement
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sub-committees namely First response subcommittee,
Utilities and Social Services, Livelihood and Welfare and
Internally Displace People. The allocated staff for each
sub-committee attended their first meetings on dates
given in the calendar sent by DMO (Feb 4th-6th 2015).

Mr Simanu (senior staff) from the division of Demography,
Census and Survey is now appointed as the coordinator
between the Bureau and the DMO for any matters re-
garding the involvement of the bureau for any of the
DAC sub committees activities.

The Samoa Bureau of Statistics
through the Social and Environ-
ment Statistics Division had
been working in collaboration

with the Financial System Development Division of the
Central Bank of Samoa (CBS) in undertaking the 2015 DE-
MANS SIDE SURVEY with the assistance of Bankable Fron-
tier Associates (BFA).
This was the first ever survey to be undertaken at the na-
tional level in Samoa

The following main objectives:
 To provide central bank necessary data to calcu-

late PIRI Core Plus indicators
 To determine the needs of the adult population in

respect to access and usage of financial services
in rural/urban areas, and in different levels of in-
come.

 To provide information on the formal usage of cer-
tain basic financial services

 To understand the main profiles of users and non-
users of formal financial services.

 To Identify main barriers that prevent adults from
accessing and using financial products and ser-
vices

17 temporary enumerators were hired to carry out the
field work which was conducted for 3 consecutive weeks
from March 9th to March 28th 2015. Additionally, tablets
were used, instead of the paper questionnaire, to record
answers provided by respondents during the duration of
the field work.

The SBS established its first Committee in May 2014 to as-
sist with the statistical needs of different sectors of the
economy. Selected members from different divisions of
the Bureau were assigned to different sectors. This Com-
mittee was invited by the Economic, Policy, Planning Divi-
sion (EPPD) of the Ministry of Finance (MOF) to attend a
workshop on  Understanding Outcomes Mapping Activi-
ties with different Sector Coordinators of the economy.

It was held in February 17th-19th at level 3 of Central Bank
Building conference room. The SBS internal sector coordi-
nators attended their allocated days according to the
timetable given.

In  March the 20th, a meeting for the Sector Coordinators
was held and Ms Malaefono Faafeu Taaloga (ACEO-
Division of Demography, Census and Survey) did a pres-
entation on the list of proposed preliminary indicators for
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) post-2015 in
which the Bureaus Management was working on to com-
pile.

The Bureau used 3 categories namely feasibility, suitability
and relevancy to assess the importance of each indica-
tor. Sector Coordinators participated during that meeting
were requested to fill in a table with the indicators related
to their respective sectors using the 3 categories given.

The 4th DHS Steering Committee meeting was held on the
18th February 2015 to confirm and finalize the writers for
the DHS Report Writing Workshop which had been sched-
uled to be held  in  March 16th -27th. Members were also
informed that a Technical Advisor (TA) funded by the UN-
FPA will be coming to Samoa to do the final analysis of
the report before the launching in June 2015.

An urgent DHS Steering Committee meeting was held in
March the 13th, to inform members of the unavailability of
the hired TA due to some issues with his contract. One of
the resolutions of this meeting was  for SBS to go ahead
with arranging and writing of the DHS chapters to utilize
the 2 weeks planned for the workshop and  to await the
hiring of another TA.

In March 16th-27th  staff of the division of Demography,
Census and Survey started their report writing process
and this work is still ongoing until another TA is hired and
con-firmed availability. The UNFPA seek another TA and
the new one has now been scheduled to start in April the
13th and the workshop is planned to be run for three
weeks (April 13th -May 1st).

Demographic & Health Survey
(Update 2014)

Sector Coordinators Workshops
& Meetings

2015 Demand Side Survey (DSS)
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Four staff members namely Ms Lewis
Sinclair, Ms Poinsettia Epati, Mr Iosefa
Lualua and Mr Talaimalo Simanu from
the division of Demography, Census
and Survey were working for the
MDG verification activity of the Wa-
ter and Sanitation Sector of the Minis-
try of Natural Resources and Environ-
ment (MNRE) from January 25th-31st2

2015. Members from the Ministry of
Natural Resources and Environment
and Ministry of Women Community
and Social Development (MWCSD)
were also involved.

The main role of the SBS staff  in this
activity was to verify the beneficiary
household in which water tanks, VIP
latrines and vegetable gardens were
distributed and installed by the Water and Sanitation
Sector and the Red Cross Office in Samoa. The activity
took place in some of the villages at the south eastern
side of Savaii island which was from Asau to Falelima.

Overall about 407 households veri-
fied with water tanks, 400 with VIP
latrines and 400 household with
vegetable gardens.

The final report of this activity had
been submitted to the Water and
Sanitation Sector of the MNRE on
the 26th of February and according

to the SBS team, the activity was a successful one due to
the achievement of more than  the target number of
households they were given to be verified.

The Bureau of Statistics in partnership with the Ministry of
Commerce Industry and Labour are currently undertak-
ing a Business Activity Survey. The objectives of the sur-
vey are to provide:

(1) baseline data for the Trade, Commerce and
Manufacturing Sector and

(2) essential data for the review and update of Na-
tional Accounts Benchmarks.

These indicators will greatly assist government in further
improving the policy environment for Businesses as well as
targeted assistance for the private sector in Samoa. A
field work was conducted in March to update the con-
tact information and physical locations of the businesses
which will be included in the enumeration. This follows

public consultations for both the private and government
organizations to obtain the public’s views on ways to fur-
ther improve the draft questionnaire that will be used in
the survey. The enumeration for this important survey is
scheduled to be conducted in May this year.

A mission by the International Monetary Fund (IMF) on
General Data Dissemination System (GDDS) led by Mr
Peter Bradbury and Mr Gildas Monnerie and was hosted
by the Bureau in the last week of March.

GDDS is a statistical system that serves as a framework
created with the intention of guiding statistical develop-
ment in countries with weak capacity through three ar-
eas: data quality, development plans for statistical sys-
tems and data dissemination.

The main objectives of this mission were:

(1) to assess Samoa’s current practice of disseminating
of macroeconomic data within the GDDS

(2) to provide feedbacks on ways to further improve
and to strengthen data dissemination practices
and products in Samoa.

The mission involved meetings with senior officials from
the organizations responsible for each data requirements
under the GDDS such as the Central Bank of Samoa, the
Ministry of Finance, the Ministry of Commerce Industry
and Labor and the Samoa Bureau Statistics. As a result of
the mission, the Bureau will now be hosting a data dis-
semination page on its website showing the various mac-
roeconomic statistics that are available within the organi-
zations involved.  This will enable data users anywhere
around the world to have quick access to the different
macroeconomic data set available in Samoa.

Samoa Bureau of Statistics in
collaboration with the Minis-
try of Agriculture and Fisher-
ies is preparing for the Agri-
cultural Survey to be con-
ducted in  October/
November 2015

This survey aims to

 Provide data on the structure of the agricultural
sector (includes things like farm size, livestock num-
ber, cropping patterns, and use of machinery and
inputs)

 Provide some data to monitor short term changes
in agricultural conditions

General Data Dissemination System
(GDDS)

Business Activity Survey 2013 Samoa Agriculture Survey 2015

SBS-Involvement with Millenium
Development Goals (MDGS)

Verification Phase 2 (Jan 25th-31st 2015)
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Website new developments
(Redatam & METADATA)

CPI, Trade, IPI &  Volume Indicators:

International Arrival Statistics

A one day national stakeholder consultation was held at
the Development Bank of Samoa Conference Room on
the 18th February 2015 which invited all key stakeholders
of agricultural statistics to attend and voice their data
needs with regards to agriculture. The objectives of this
consultation were to present the information that will be
collected in the survey
and to discuss and
make suggestions on
the survey instruments.
The pilot test will be con-
ducted in April 22nd

2015.
Stay tune for more developments...

The Samoa Bureau of Sta-
tistics launches a new, re-
designed version of the
website, which offers quick
and easy access to essen-
tial available information.
It is part of the Bureau’s
ongoing efforts to en-
hance the availability of
information to the people

of Samoa and worldwide.
SBS website also introduces two new applications on
website home page such as ‘Redatam’ - which you can
do online mapping and ‘METADATA’ - where you can
document the process of surveys. And our webserver is
locally hosted. (Visit our website through the following link
www.sbs.gov.ws)

What is REDATAM?
Redatam is an acronym for REtrieval of DATa for small Ar-
eas by Microcomputer.

The program uses a compressed hierarchical database,
which can be created in R+G4, and which can contain
microdata and/or aggregated information with millions
of records for persons, houses, or any geographical divi-
sion of a country.

These data can come from any combination of census,
survey or other sources. A database can be processed in
association with external databases in common formats

such as CSPRO.

The user can define any area of interest in a database
(such as Districts) or any combination of areas, create
new variables, obtain various types of tabulations ex-
tremely rapidly, export outputs to other software and
graphically display results. The data at different geo-
graphical levels can be combined hierarchically to cre-
ate aggregated variables and the results shown on maps
(thematic maps) in R+G4 or transferred to a Geographi-
cal Information System (GIS).
What is METADATA?
Metadata is about archiving, documentation, dissemina-
tion, anonymization and preservation of the microdata.
Metadata often called data about the data, is back-
ground or interpretive information (documentation). It
can  be any information that clarifies the process of plan-
ning, implementing and executing the survey.

The Consumer Price Index for March 2015 is decreased
by 1.1 percent. The Clothing Index and Restaurant Index
is decreased while the Transport Index contributed the
most to the overall decreased in the All items.

Export were valued at $6.9million and the Imports were
valued at $60.8million. There was a trade deficit of
$53.3million.

The Local Market Survey in March 2015 showed overall
volume increase 19 percent while increased domestic
demand pushed average price up 4 percent when com-
pared to February 2015.

The Import Price Index for the March 2015 quarter
showed overall decreased 9.5 percent when compared
to the December 2014 quarter.

February 2015 compared with February 2014:
 Total arrivals (10,251) increased  by 2.4 percent
 Total visitors (7,401) increased by 0.3  percent
 2,800 visitors from New Zealand, up 83%
 1,547 visitors from Australia, down 40%
 1,300 visitors from American Samoa, up 11%
 470 visitors from USA, down 5%

For more information on SBS:
LOCATION & CONTACT

Samoa Bureau of Statistics (SBS)
Level 1 & 2

Government Building, Matagialalua
Phone: (685) 62000

Fax: (685) 24675

BDM, Ground Floor
Development Bank of Samoa

Phone: (685) 32157/51532
Apia/Savaii, SAMOA

Visit us on our website for more de-
tailed data needs/send us an email:

Email address: info.stats@sbs.gov.ws
Website address: www.sbs.gov.ws

Staff Appointments:
The Samoa Bureau of Statistics (SBS)
WELCOMED the new managers on

board.

Economics Statistics Division:
ACEO—N. Edith Taosoga – Faaola

Corporate & Strategic Services Division:
ACEO—Ailepata Manila
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