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PREFACE

The Samoa Bureau of Statistics is pleased to present the 42nd series of Annual Publication of
�STATISTICAL ABSTRACT 201 4�. This publication serves as an appropriate statistical reference,
which presents annual aggregated statistical information collected and complied by the Bureau
pertaining to a social, economic, environment and other detailed subject matters.

Emphasis is given to the most recent available statistical data obtained from source references of
various Government Ministries, Corporations and Non-Government Organization (NGOs) cited.
The count of the population, its migratory characteristics, and changes in prices of goods and
services are exclusively collected and processed in-house through censuses and surveys.

We are very thankful and appreciative to the Government Ministries, Corporation and NGOs for
their determined cooperation and assistance in providing the required information and are urged to
make their data needs known for consideration in planning future series.

Muagututia S Reupena

GOVERNMENT STATISTICIAN
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

Symbols and abbreviations in tables
� Not yet available
- Zero
0 Negligible (Less than half the final digit shown - a value has been rounded down to zero)
000s Thousands
F Female
M Male
m Millions
NA Not Applicable
P Provisional
R Revised

Units of Measurements :
Length 1 inch 25.40005 mm

1 millimetre (mm) 0.039370 inch
1 kilometre (km) 0.621370 mile
1 mile 1.6093 km

Area 1 acre 0.404686 hectare
1 sq mile (640 acres) 2.590 sq km

Weight 1 metric ton (1000)kg 0.984206 long tons
1 long ton (2240 lbs) 1.016047 metric

Currency 1 tala ($) 100 cents
Exchange Rate ( Tala per US $ )

Year End of Period Rate a/ Period Average b/
2004 2.6567 2.7534
2005 2.7571 2.6835
2006 2.7188 2.7658
2007 2.5450 2.6031
2008 2.9191 2.6264
2009
2010
2011

2.5143
2.3700
2.3345

2.7150
2.4137
2.1177

2012 2.2725 2.2800
2013 2.3291 2.2972
2014 2.4287 2.3100

a/: Figures quoted are End of December figures
b/: Arithmetic means of daily mid rates

Notes
This publication has been reviewed with the aim of making it easier for users to find information
they need. Feedback on the usefulness of the publication can be given through the website
www.sbs.gov.ws or using the contact details at the front of the publication.

Some tables in this publication have not been updated as the required information has not been
available from the source.
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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Geography

The islands of Samoa in the Central South Pacific lie between latitude 13 degrees and 15
degrees south and longitude 168 degrees and 173 west, close to the international dateline.
The Samoa group is located 2,600 miles (4200 km) south-east of Hawaii, 1800 miles (2900
km) from New Zealand and 2700 miles (4300 km) from Sydney, Australia. The nearest
neighbour is American Samoa, the capital Pago-Pago being only 80 miles (130 km) away.
The Independent State of Samoa consists of two main islands, Savaii and Upolu, with eight
smaller islands Apolima, Manono, Fanuatapu, Namu�a, Nu�utele, Nu�ulua, Nu�ulopa, an d
Nu�usafe�e. The total land area is 1,100 sq. miles (2,830 sq. km.). Savaii is the largest
island (660 sq. miles or 1,700 sq. km.).  The second largest island is Upolu with an area of
430. Sq. miles or 1,100 sq. km where the capital Apia is located with a population of
37,000 in the 2011 Population and Housing Census. In the same year the population of
Samoa totalled 188,000people.

The islands are of volcanic origin clearly visible in the form of several dormant volcanoes
and lava fields. Beyond the narrow coastal plains, the mountain ranges rise steeply to a
maximum of 6,095 feet (1,859 meters) on Savaii and 3,608 feet (1,100 meters) on Upolu
intersected by fertile valleys. Lush vegetation and rain forest cover the greater part of the
country.

The country, which consists of about 330 villages for administrative purposes, is divided
into 41 districts. These districts are further grouped into four census regions namely Apia
Urban Area (AUA), North-West Upolu (NWU), Rest of Upolu (ROU) and Savaii (SAV).

1.2 Climate

The climate of Samoa is tropical with abundant rainfall.  Humidity averages 80 percent.
The average daily temperature range is from 22oC to 30oC with very little seasonal
variation.  There are two major distinguishable seasons. The wet season extends from
November through April, the dry season from May to October during which period the
climate is pleasant because of fresh trade winds. The annual rainfall averages 2,880mm,
although there is great variation with latitude and location.

1.3 Climate Change and Vulnerability

The adverse effects of climate change and sea level rise present significant risks to the
sustainable development of Pacific Island Countries and Territories (PICTs), as noted in
the Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme 2005 Pacific Islands

Framework for Action on Climate Change 2006 � 2015. PICTs such as Samoa experience
a high level of risk from the effects of extreme weather and climate variability. Climate
models suggest the tropical Pacific region will continue to warm. This warming has the
potential to alter and indeed increase such risks, through changing
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the frequency and/or intensity of extreme weather or climate variability phenomena or
through accelerated sea-level rise. The impacts of these climate events will exacerbate
already stressed marine, freshwater and terrestrial environments.

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations noted in its 2008 publication
Climate Change and Food Security in Pacific Island Countries that climate associated
disasters such as tropical cyclones, flash floods and droughts impose serious constraints on
development in the islands, so much so that some PICs seem to be in �constant mode of
recovery�. In September 2009, Samoa was struck by a tsunami caused by an earthquake of
magnitude 8.2. It caused extensive damages to infrastructure, and affected some 50
villages, mainly in the eastern and south eastern coast of Upolu. The official death toll in
Samoa was 143, including foreigners, with 4 remaining missing and presumed dead.

Most recently, Samoa was struck by Cyclone Evans in December 2013. It caused extensive
and widespread damages across the country bringing heavy rainfalls causing flash floods.
The death toll was 4, excluding 10 reported missing.

1.4 History

It is believed by many that Samoa is the cradle of Polynesia in which Savaii is the
legendary island Hawaiki, the original home of Polynesians who later explored the Pacific
from Hawaii to Easter Island. New Zealand archaeological research carried out in Samoa
suggests that the islands have been inhabited for at least 2,500 years.

The first European who sighted the group and made brief contact with the population of
Manu�a (American Samoa) was the Dutchman Jacob Roggerveen in 1722. The first
�papalagi� (white people) to settle in Samoa were sailors, whalers, beachcombers and
escaped convicts, many of whom landed by chance in Samoa.

The first notable �agents of change� were the missionaries. After the arrival of John
Williams of the London Missionary Society in the 1830�s the Samoans were rapidly
converted to Christianity. Methodist and Catholic Missionaries established Missions in the
following years. From the 1840�s onward, Germany, the United States and Great Britain
extended their influence on the island groups. In the 1880�s as rivalry amongst the largest
factions intensified, the Samoans turned to the foreign powers for support. In 1889, naval
ships arrived to settle the problems. A major battle was only averted by a hurricane, which
wrecked six of the seven ships. The fighting ceased and an elaborate agreement was
reached in Berlin by the major powers. Samoa was allowed to remain a neutral state ruled
by the three nations.

After some initial problems, the German Administration was relatively stable and Samoa
prospered.  However with the onset of the First World War, in 1914 New Zealand assumed
the occupation of Samoa and in 1919 was granted a �League of Nations� mandate to
administer the country. Over the years, challenges to the New Zealand authorities grew,
especially from amongst the matai (chiefs), the traditional leaders, who organized
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themselves in forming a peaceful movement advocating independence (the Mau
movement).  Attempts to crush this movement failed and finally in 1936, with the Labour
Party in power in New Zealand, the Mau was recognized as a �Legitimate Political party�.

In 1953 preparations started for the transition to independence, which was finally obtained
in January 1962 making Samoa the first South Pacific Island Nation to attain such status.
In 2012 Samoa celebrates 50 years of independence.

1.5 Government and Fa�asamoa

Samoa is a parliamentary democracy with a unicameral legislative assembly consisting of
49 members elected by citizens aged 21 years and over, and 2 of whom represent the part-
and non-Samoan population. However, only holders of matai titles (customary title passed
on land and kinship for most parts) are eligible to be elected as Members of Parliament.
Therefore according to the 2011 Census this means that presently only about 15,021 males
and 1,766 females are actually eligible to stand for election. General elections are held
every five years.

The Prime Minister is elected by Parliament and he/she in turn appoints thirteen cabinet
members. The Human Rights Protection Party has been in power for an uninterrupted 30
years.

The constitution, established in 1960, blends traditional and democratic institutions and
processes and recognizes the separation of powers (legislature, judiciary and executive).
Samoa has a Westminster legal system based on the English legal system as adopted by
many of the Commonwealth countries

Today, as in the past, the social unit of Samoan life is the �aiga� or extended family.  The
�aiga� is headed by at least one matai, who is appointed by the consensus of the aiga.
There are two distinct types of matai titles, the �Ali�i� or Chief Matai and the �Tulafale� or
Orator Chief.  The matai assumes responsibility for directing the use of family land, and,
other assets belonging to the aiga.  He must by his behaviour honour the title he bears and
the people he represents.  In return for his leadership, the matai is rendered services by the
�tautua� (untitled).

The 1990 Village Fono Act gives village councils authority over village law and order,
health and social issues. The matai constitute the council or �fono� of the village. Presiding
over the fono is the �Sui o le Malo� (village mayor). A position appointed by Government
on recommendation from the village council. A Women�s Representative �Sui Tamaita�i is
also appointed by Government on the recommendation of the women�s� councils act as the
contact between the government and the women in the villages.

Rooted in this social organization is the Samoan Way or �fa�a -Samoa�, which p laces great
importance on the dignity and achievement of the group rather than its individual
members.  Religion plays an important role in Samoan life where the majority of the
people are strong adherents to the Christian faith.  This faith is symbolized in the motto of
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Samoa, �Fa�avae i le Atua Samoa� (Samoa is founded on God) and is given physical
expression in the impressive number of churches seen throughout the country.

The social and cultural institutions of Samoa Society (fa�a-Samoa) are strong and more
intact than in most parts of Polynesia. The country�s system of village government is
particularly well organized and coherent and is the focal point of a network of social
relationships that provide honour and prestige to its members. However, Samoa is no
longer a society of largely self-sufficient local units. Imported food and other items are
now established as basic household necessities.

1.6 Population

The people of Samoa are Polynesian. The population in 2011 totalled 188,000 and though
mostly Samoans, included other Pacific Islanders, Europeans, mostly from New Zealand,
some Chinese and other nationalities.

Very little is known about the size of the population of the Samoan Groups before the
arrival of missionaries in the early 1830�s. Some estimates are available but knowledge
about the islands was too limited and estimates made by early settlers were generally
unreliable. The situation improved during succeeding years, particularly as a result of
missionary reports, but the difficulty of collecting and verifying figures led to considerable
variations in the accuracy of early estimates.

The 1853 and 1869 Missionary Censuses were perhaps the first attempt at scientific
measurement of the population of Samoa. However these two censuses estimated the
population at about 30,000 but given the limited capability to conduct censuses, they were
both probably under counts of the true population. The various estimates available in the
second half of the nineteenth century showed little variation from this figure. This relative
stability over time was a consequence of the balance between the high birth rate, which led
to rapid growth in some years, and the high death rates in other years as epidemics of
diseases spread through the country.

The population of the Samoan archipelago since or even before Western contacts has been
the subject of much discussion. Figures available for periods earlier than those covered by
the Missionary census, suggest that in the 1830�s the population was closer to 50,000,
indicating that a steep decline in the population did occur in the islands that now constitute
Samoa. During the nineteenth century a similar decline had been observed in other
Polynesian countries. However, all these data should be treated with caution, since their
source and reliability vary considerable. Though they provided some strong evidence that
population decline occurred, the extent of that decline must remain very much in doubt.

More reliable population figures are available from censuses carried out during the
twentieth century. The German Authorities made population counts in 1900, 1902, 1906
and 1911.  In 1917 the New Zealand administration carried out its first census of Samoa
and from 1921 introduced a regular 5 yearly census. In 1905 the German authorities also
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instituted a system of birth and death registration. The population as recorded at the
various censuses from 1902 to 2011 is shown below.

Figure 1.1 Population of Samoa 1902 - 2011

Source: Samoa Bureau of Statistics

In the beginning of the twentieth century several epidemics reversed the increasing trend in
population growth that had occurred in the earlier years. The 1918 epidemic was the first
major setback to New Zealand prestige and consequently great emphasis was placed on the
improvement of health conditions and sanitation. This proved successful as shown by the
rate of population growth in the next decades, as a result of continuing high fertility and a
drop in mortality. After 1945, mortality continued to decline, though less pronounced than
in the 1920 and 1930s Fertility remained at a high level in conformity with the Samoan
cultural tradition favourable to large families.

A distinctive feature of population of Samoa is emigration.  Emigration in the first half of
the twentieth century was of minor importance. It was only during 1960s that the trend of
extensive overseas migration, especially to New Zealand began to accelerate. In 1976 it
was estimated that more than 27,000 Samoan residents were enumerated there and by 2006
this figure has grown to some 131,000 people who indicated their place of usual residence
as Samoa (2006 NZ Population census). The impact of overseas migration on the growth
of the population has been of major importance, and has also had a profound influence on
the social and economic structure of the country. The greater part of the slowing growth
rate at least up to the late 1980s, must consequently be explained by the large out flow of
people from Samoa.

1.7 The Economy

Samoa�s traditional village economy has historically been dominated by village and
community-based agriculture. This provided food for the family and the potential for cash
income from the sale of copra or other produce. However in the years since independence
the traditional village-economy has changed markedly, and now household food
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consumption is supplemented by imported items and incomes are boosted by domestic
employment and remittances from family members living and/or working overseas.

Figure 1.2 Sector Contribution to GDP (at constant prices), 2009 - 2014

Source: Samoa Bureau of Statistics

As a consequence the importance of agriculture and fishing has declined, both at the
village level and in terms of the contribution to national output (Gross Domestic Product).
In the last decade or so the share of the primary sector in GDP declined from around 20%
in 1998 and 1999 to 9.4% in 2014.

While the contribution to GDP of agriculture and fishing has been on a steadily declining
trend, the contributions of the secondary and tertiary (services) sectors have been rising.
This is a clear reflection of the increasing monetisation of the Samoan economy. Between
1998 and 2014 the share of the services sector rose from about 46% to 58% and this sector
remains the largest contributor in the economy. The Secondary Sector became the second
largest contributor to aggregate GDP with a share of 25%. The sector continues to decline
due to the poor performance from the Other Manufacturing Industry.

Developments in the global economy as well as natural disasters over the last decade have
had major impacts on the Samoan economy. But in 2014, economic activities went up by
1.6% due to activities related to the preparation and hosting of the UN Small Island
Developing States (SIDS) conference. Moreover structural changes in the economy and
generally good weather conditions helped boost economic activities in almost all the
industries in the year. As a result, GDP per capita shows an increasing trend registering a
GDP per capita of ST10,1851 in the year 2014; the highest GDP per capita ever achieved
by the economy.

N
ST = Samoan Tala (GDP per capita) = SAT 10,185 � USD 4,121 (2014)
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Figure 1.3 Samoa GDP per Capita (at current prices), 2007 � 2014

Source: Samoa Bureau of Statistics

In response to global commodity prices the Samoa CPI rose very sharply in 2004 before
falling back in 2005 and 2006; and then rising again in 2007 and 2008. Since 2011, the
CPI has been decreased steadily.

Figure 1.4 Samoa CPI: All Items and Food Average Annual % change, 2004-2014

Source: Samoa Bureau of Statistics
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1.8 Strategy for the Development of Samoa 2012� 2016

The latest Strategy for the Development of Samoa 2012-2016 continues the Vision from
the previous national strategies focussing on Improved Quality of Life for All. The strategy
focuses on key outcomes across four priority areas as shown in the box.

Strategy for the Development of Samoa 2012� 2016

Key Outcomes

Priority Area 1: Economic Sector

1. Macroeconomic Stability
2. Re-invigorate Agriculture
3. Revitalized Exports
4. Sustainable Tourism
5. Enabling Environment for Business Development

Priority Area 2: Social Policies

6. A Healthy Samoa
7. Improved Focus on Access to Education, Training and Learning Outcome
8. Social Cohesion

Priority Area 3: Infrastructure Sector

9. Sustainable Access to Safe Drinking Water and Basic Sanitation
10. Efficient, Safe and Sustainable Transport System and Networks
11. Universal Access to Reliable and Affordable ICT Services
12. Sustainability Energy Supply

Priority Area 4: Environment Sector

13. Environment Sustainability
14. Climate and Disaster Resilience
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1.9 Samoa Strategy for the Development of Statistics 2011� 2021

In July 2011, the Samoa Bureau of Statistics released its Samoa Strategy for the
Development of Statistics (SSDS) 2011 � 2021 with two main focus areas:
1. Delivering relevant, quality, priority statistics for users, covering

Economic Statistics
Demography, Population and Vital Statistics
Social and Environment Statistics
Sector Statistics

2. Ensuring the Strategic Factors and Environment are in place to enable efficient
production and delivery of those statistics, including

The Statistical Environment � the regulatory framework, statistical standards and
international best practise
Coordination, Communication and Dissemination
A strong Statistical Infrastructure
Human Resource Capability Development and the appropriate IT, Physical and
Financial Resources

As a result of the full implementation of this strategy, the expected objectives and results
would be to establish an Official Statistics System that:

• Better provides the information needed to develop and monitor policies for Samoa

• Better provides information to meet national, regional and international
commitments

• Increases the timely availability, quality, coverage, transparency and usefulness of
statistics on Samoa and its people

• Increases user satisfaction

• Increases skills and efficiency of those working in statistics
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2 ECONOMIC STATISTICS

Key points

Samoa�s Gross Domestic Production for 2014 was approximately $1.9 billion Tala
in current prices and $1.7 billion in constant prices.
GDP growth in 2014 was 1.6 percent in constant values. Since 2007, growth has
been affected by the global financial crisis and the 2009 Tsunami.
The major industries contributing to GDP in 2014 were Commerce, Personal and
other services, Transport and Electricity and Water.
The average annual percentage change in consumer prices was -0.4 in 2014.
In 2014, Samoa exported $117 million worth of merchandise and imported $895
million Tala worth of merchandise, for a merchandise trade balance of -$778.
Samoa�s principal domestic exports in 2014 were Fish, Coconut Oil, Beer, Fruit
Juice, Taro and Spring water.
The main imports in 2014 were Food, Machinery and Vehicles and Petroleum
products.

2.1 National Accounts/GDP

The National Accounts measure Samoa�s Gross Domestic Production � the national
measure of economic activity. The accounts cover the value added by the different
sectors of the economy, at current and constant prices.
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Table 2.1.1 GDP at Market Prices by Industry, 2008 � 2014
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Table 2.1.2 GDP by Industry - Percentage Change from Previous Years, 2008 � 2014
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Table 2.1.3 GDP by Industry - Percentage Distribution, 2008 � 2014
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Table 2.1.4 GDP by Industry - Percentage Contributions to Change in GDP, 2008 � 2014
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Table 2.1.5 GDP Per capita (in Samoa Tala) at current prices 2007-2014

Information for users
Further information can be obtained from http://www.sbs.gov.ws/index.php?Itemid=79
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2.2 Balance of Payments

The Balance of Payments is a record of Samoa�s international transactions with the rest of the
world (including merchandise trade (imports and exports), trade in services, international
investment and remittances).

Tables 2.2.1 Balance of payments, 2007/2008 - 2013/2014

Information for users

The latest Balance of Payments statistics, produced by the Central Bank of Samoa, can be found in
the CBS Quarterly Bulletin of Statistics. http://www.cbs.gov.ws/statistics/qbull
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2.3 Government Finance Statistics

Government Finance statistics report on the expenditure of government and track progress against
the budget. The data provides statistics that enable policymakers and analysts to study
developments in the financial operations, financial position and liquidity situation of the
government sector. Government Finance statistics also form an integral part of the macro-
economic integrated accounts, especially the National Accounts, Balance of Payments and
Monetary Statistics.
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Table 2.3.1 Statement of Government Operations, 2010 - 2014
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Table 2.3.2 Revenue by Type, 2010 - 2014
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Table 2.3.3 Expenditure by Type, 2010 - 2014
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Table 2.3.4 Statement of Assets and Liabilities, 2010 - 2014



OO

Table 2.3.5 Classification of Functions of Government, 2010 - 2014

Information for users

Further information can be obtained from www.sbs.gov.ws
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2.4 Monetary Statistics

The key monetary and credit aggregates on the Samoan economy

Table 2.4.1: Monetary Survey as at end December (or June) 2005/2006 - 2013/2014


