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Letter to Speaker of the House  

GOVERNMENT OF SAMOA 

OFFICE OF THE MINISTER OF WOMEN, COMMUNITY AND SOCIAL      

DEVELOPMENT /SAMOA BUREAU of STATISTICS  

 
[Level 5, FMFMII Government Building, 03 Apia Boulevard, Matagialalua, Apia, Samoa. 

Telephone: +685 20854 +685 30237, Fax +685 23665; Email: info@mwcsd.gov.ws] 
 
 
27th May 2024 

 

Honorable Speaker of the House, 

Legislative Assembly, 

APIA  

 

It is my pleasure to table the Annual Report for the Samoa Bureau of Statistics for the financial 

year July 2022 to June 2023, for Parliament discussion and consideration 

 

 

 

Mulipola Anarosa Ale-Molioôo 

MINISTER of SAMOA BUREAU OF STATISTICS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Please address all correspondences to the: 
Hon. Minister of Women Community and 

Social Development. 
Private Bag,  
Apia, 
Samoa 
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Letter to Minister  

27th May 2024 

 

Afioga Mulipola Anarosa Ale-Molioôo 

Minister of Samoa Bureau of Statistics 

 

In accordance with section 15 (2) of the Public Service Act 2004, I submit herewith the Annual 

Report for the Samoa Bureau of Statistics for the financial year 2022-2023. 

 

The report is the record of the Bureauôs performance for the entire financial year and to be laid 

before the Parliament for consideration. 

 

 

Ma le faôaaloalo tele, 

 

 

 

Leota Aliielua Salani 

GOVERNMENT STATISTICIAN  
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ACRONYMS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
BDM Births, Deaths and Marriages 

CAPI Computer-Assisted Personal Interviews 

CATI  Computer Assisted Telephone Interviews 

CRVS Civil Registration of Vital Statistics 

DHS Demographic Health Survey 

FAFH Food Away from Home 

HIES Household Income and Expenditure Survey 

ILO  International Labor Organization 

GDP Gross Domestic Product 

GFS Government Finance Statistics 

GES Gender and Environment Survey 

KSTA Knowledge Support and Technical Assistance 

MICS Multi -Indicator Cluster Survey 

MPI  Multi -dimensional poverty report 

LFS Labor Force Survey 

PDS Pathway for the Development of Samoa 

PHC Population and Housing Census 

Pfor R Program for Results 

PFTAC Pacific Financial Technical Assistance Center 

SUT Supply Use Tables 

SBS Samoa Bureau of Statistics 

UNSEEA United Nations System of Environment and Economic Accounts 

 

  

ACRONYMS  
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FOREWORD 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

I am pleased to report on the highlights of our achievements, 

challenges and our way forward for the year under review. Our work 

evolves around accomplishing our vision to provide an efficient 

statistical system that provides trusted and valued statistics to inform 

policy and decision making for the benefit of Samoa. We continue 

to align our actions in order to respond to the government priorities, 

by providing statistical reports and advice to inform national 

policies. 

 

This year, we were able to pick up on some of the delayed activities from the previous years due 

to the pandemic effects. Our migration statistical reports had continued on its regular monthly 

basis, since the re-opening of our international travel borders in 2022.  The economy since then 

has experienced gradual growth since its decline in the previous years due to the adverse effects 

of the pandemics. Our regular economic statistics report provides basis   for our economic 

performance and comparisons over the years. An increase in the demand and the usage of these 

reports has strengthened our purpose of providing valued and trusted statistics to benefit all users. 

 

The Bureau continues to work in close collaborations with all sectors and the community through 

the provision of advice and actual statistics to verify indicators of their sector plans. Moreover, we 

have been able to distribute district profiles from the results of the Population Housing and Census 

2021 to all constituencies for their references and to assist them with their one million projects. 

We endeavor to continue to work together with the established district offices to ensure that our 

field works and community engagement programs are channeled through them for the wider 

community access. 

 

Our Household Income and Expenditure Survey (HIES) field work kicked off in the last half of this 

financial year. This is a huge undertaking for us as usual, and this would not be made possible 

without the generous assistance of our development partners in funding part of this work.  

FOREWORD  
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I want to thank my management and staff for making this year a very successful one. A special 

acknowledgement of our stakeholders within our statistical system for cooperation and support in 

every aspect of our work. Also not forgetting the assistance and usual support of our development 

partners in one way or another, which enable us to implement all our undertakings this year. 

 

Faafetai, faafetai tele lava. 

 

 

 

 

 

Leota Aliielua Salani 

GOVERNMENT STATISTICIAN 
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Oganization Structure  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Vision:  An efficient statistical system that provides trusted and valued statistics to 

inform policy and decision making for the benefit of Samoa. 
 

 

Our Mission:  To create a comprehensive statistical system through an integrated statistical 

process and effective partnerships, that delivers quality, reliable and timely statistics that are fit 

for purpose. 

 

 

OUR STRUCTURE  

 OUR ORGANISATION  

 

Minister

Economics 
Statistics

Finance 
Statistics

Census and 
Survey

Social Statistiscs Nationa ID
ICT&Data 
Processing

Corporate 
Service

Births, Deaths 
and Marriages

Advisory Board

Government 
Statistician
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Section 1: Our Success Stories 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRSTANNUAL STATISTICS FORUM  

 

Our first statistics forum was conducted on 20th and 21st April 2023, with the theme: ñData Access 

and use leads to positive outcomeò 

 

The main aim of the forum is to inform all our users of data available and produce by the Bureau 

from time to time to assist them with their policy formulation and planning activities. 

 

The target participants are all the Economic, Social and Infrastructure sector representatives and 

mainly the sector coordinators with one staff involved in the production of sector plan and one 

staff from the Policy Research and Planning division. 

OUR SUCCESS STORIES  



  
 

SAMOA BUREAU OF STATISTICS ANNUAL REPORT 
2022 - 2023 10 

Launched of Population and Housing Census 2021 Report  

On the 6th of December 2022, the Population and Housing Census 2021 final report and the fact 

sheet which shows high level indicators were launched. The report presented the final population 

count of all the population resided in Samoa that was collected during the census enumeration 

period which was conducted from the 18th  of October to the 6th  of November 2022 

Launched of Poverty and Hardship Report and Multi -Dimensional 

Poverty Report  

 

The Household Income and Expenditure Survey (HIES) conducted in Samoa in 2018 was the 

fourth such survey to be conducted since 2002. The survey interviewed 3,018 households across 

Upolu and Savaii capturing information on a wide range of household characteristics including 

house construction, asset ownership, education and employment as well as household income and 

expenditure. 
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Launched of the intelligent  report on Strengthening Birth Registration 

System in Samoa  

 

The Intelligence report on the 

strengthening of CRVS in Samoa was put 

together in close partnership between SBS 

and the United Nations through UN 

Accelerated Lab project. This project aims 

at ensuring that every child in Samoa is 

registered and has access to their 

fundamental rights. Immediately after the 

launch, a signing of a partnership 

agreement between the two parties took 

place to enhance digital transformation 

and modernization of CRVS in Samoa. 

 

 

Launched of the Samoa Statistics Strategy 2022 -2026  

 

The Samoa Statistics Strategy 2022-

2026, is the guiding documents that 

outlines the work of the Bureau for the 

next five years. It sets outs its vision and 

mission as well as the goals and 

objectives of the Bureau that needs to be 

implemented and achieved within the 

span of five years. The statistics strategy 

is aligned to the national priorities in our 

PDS, and in our efforts to mainstream our 

actions to achieve the overall goals of the 

PDS. 
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Section 2: OUR YEAR IN REVIEW 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOCIAL STATISTICS  
 

Labour Force and Child Labor Survey 2022 

This is the third survey implemented by the bureau, the others conducted in 2012 and 2017, with 

financial assistance from ILO (International Labor Organization), ADB Asian Development Bank) 

and the Government of Samoa. The survey was implemented in November-December 2022 for 

five weeks. This report provided valuable insights into social and economic activities of the 

population covering detailed information on the working age population, labour force, 

employment, unemployment, income, labor force, outside of the labor force population, youth 

impacts of covid-19 on employment, child labor and Samoan returned migrant workers. 

 

New modules were included for the first time namely child labor, impacts of covid-19 on 

employment and Samoan Returned Migrant Worker. It is envisaged for the report to be officially 

launched towards the end of 2023. 

 

Migration Statistics 

Our international borders were re-opened in August 2022 after lifting the ban on international 

travelers since 20th March 2022 due to Covid-19 hence, the division was able to continue the 

production of regular month, quarterly and annual migration reports. 

International Arrivals and Departures are very important indicators for the 

contribution of tourism to the economy as well as providing information 

about the Samoan population movements . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR YEAR IN REVIEW  



  
 

SAMOA BUREAU OF STATISTICS ANNUAL REPORT 
2022 - 2023 13 

Arrivals and Departures by Sex and Net Migration, 2012 - 2022 

 

 

Pension statistics 

Similarly with migration statistics, the division in collaboration with NPF was also able to 

continually produce monthly pension data/ statistics since our international borders were reopened 

in August 2022 to monitor the international movement of pensioners.  

 

SDG Tracker Tool 

Currently updated by the division on an ad hoc basis, depending on the availability of the results 

of various surveys implemented by the bureau to report and monitor the progress of Samoaôs SDG 

2030 indicators. Additionally, ESCAP is continually providing the technical assistance with the 

tracker tool from time to time.  

Period 

Arrivals Departures 

Net 
 Migration  

Total 
 

Male 
 

Female 
 

Total 
 

Male 
 

Female 

2012 172,720 90,479 82,241 174,139 91,699 82,440 -1,419 

2013 162,877 85,275 77,602 168,218 87,833 80,385 -5,341 

2014 173,713 91,270 82,443 179,017 94,475 84,545 -5,304 

2015 185,030 97,013 88,017 190,210 99,524 90,686 -5,180 

2016 197,396 103,016 94,380 203,714 105,909 97,805 -6,318 

2017 212,240 110,239 102,001 220,055 130,904 89,151 -7,815 

2018 236,506 121,576 114,930 240,549 117,042 123,507 -4,043 

2019 249,971 129,892 120,079 258,334 124,578 133,756 -8,363 

2020 42,373 23,925 18,448 50,582 22,608 27,974 -8,209 

2021 7,463 5,608 1,855 12,994 3,366 9,628 -5,531 

2022 76,053 42,066 33,987 70,485 39,869 30,616 5,568 
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Water Accounts 

Using the UN framework (UNSEEA ï United Nation System of Environmental Economic 

Accounting) officially launched in 2013 for the compilation of water statistics. The division 

implemented this framework in 2015 and have been able to compile the first ever water accounts 

for Samoa for FY 2013/14. The division have been able to produce these annual reports regularly 

and the latest pertains to FY 2019/20. On the contrary, the division is collaborating with sourced 

ministries to ensure the timely release of the required sourced dataset to ensure the timely 

compilation and release of future annual water accounts.    

 

Energy Accounts 

Also using the UN framework (UNSEEA ï United Nation System of Environmental Economic 

Accounting) the division managed to compile and produced its first ever energy account for 2020, 

which was officially released in March 2023. 

  


































































