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Highlights of the year 2021 
 

• 181 international sea going vessels were 
accepted for tabulation which consisted of 
122 container vessels, 42 General Cargo 
Vessels, and 17 Mineral Oil Tankers.  

• 153 vessels carried inward cargo 

• 94 vessels returned with outward cargo 
 
 

Overview 
 
Number of vessels 
In 2022, there were 384 international sea going 
vessels cleared at the port of Apia. Of the total, 181 
international sea going vessels were accepted for 
tabulation. These consisted of 122 Container 
Vessels, 42 General Cargo Vessels and 17 Mineral 
Oil Tankers. There were 203 vessels excluded from 
the analysis because they did not have the 
required information. These vessels included 
Research/Naval, Yacht Cruise Ships and Fishing 
Vessels. 
See figure 1 and tables 1&2. 
 

Type of Vessel Number of Vessels Percentage 

Total 384 100%

Container Vessel 122 32%

General Cargo Vessel 42 11%

Mineral Oil Tanker 17 4%

Vessels excluded 203 53%

Figure 1. Number of vessels by type and percentage

 
 
Cargo Discharged 
The analysis of cargo discharged at the port of 
Apia indicated that 1531 vessels discharged a 
combined total of 268,907 thousand metric tonnes 
of cargo, of which 47.5 percent (127,641 metric 
tonnes) came from the Oceania region (mostly from 
New Zealand and Fiji), 41.1 percent (110,564 
metric tonnes) came from the Asia region (mostly 

 
1 Refers to vessels that only had inward cargo 

from Singapore and Korea) and 11.3 percent 
(30,362 metric tonnes) came from the America 
region (all from the USA). 
See figure 2 and tables 3 & 6. 

 

 
Source: Samoa Bureau of Statistics 

 
Cargo Loaded 
There were 942 vessels that loaded a combined 
total of 44,949 metric tonnes of cargo, of which 
63.7 percent (28,653 metric tonnes) were loaded 
for the Oceania region (mostly to Tonga and New 
Zealand), 30.7 percent (13,784 metric tonnes) were 
loaded for the America region (all to the USA) and 
the remaining 5.6 percent (2,507 metric tonnes) 
were loaded for the Asia region (mostly to China).   
See figure 3, tables 3, 6 & 7. 
 

 
Source: Samoa Bureau of Statistics 

 
2 Refers to vessels that only had outward cargo 
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Vessels that carried inward/outward cargo 
Of the 1813 vessels that arrived, 153 carried inward 
cargo and 94 vessels returned with outward cargo. 
The 153 vessels that carried inward cargo 
consisted of 108 Container vessels, 28 General 
Cargo and 17 Mineral Oil Tanker vessels. The 94 
vessels that returned with outward cargo consisted 
of 56 Container vessels and 38 General Cargo 
vessels.  
See figure 4 and Table 6 

 

 
Source: Samoa Bureau of Statistics 

 
The number of vessels that carried inward cargo in 
2022 ranged from 9 - 17, while vessels that loaded 
outward cargo ranged from 5 -11. This is 
graphically illustrated in Figure 5. 
 

 
Source: Samoa Bureau of Statistics 
 
The total number of international sea going 
vessels4 that carried inward and outward cargo, 
cargo loaded and discharged at the port of Apia for 
the last 5 years are graphically presented 
respectively below in Figure 6 and Figure 7.  

 

 
3 Refers to vessels that had the required information 
4 Refers to vessels that had inward/outward cargo 
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The attached tables 1-7 provides a more detailed 
analysis of international sea going vessels and 
cargo loaded and discharged at the port of Apia 
within the reference period. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Technical notes 
 
Data for the Shipping Statistics Report published 
by the Samoa Bureau of Statistics were collected 
mainly from Shipping Statistic Forms and cargo 
manifests, which were completed by Shipping 
agents and Stevedores as a port requirement for 
every international sea going vessel. This report 
excludes all domestic services and the Apia-Pago 
Pago route. Furthermore, if a vessel calls in more 
than once, its subsequent calls are recorded as a 
separate vessel. 
 
Definitions 
 
DWT (Dead Weight Tonnage) 
 
Is the number of tons of cargo, store, etc., that a 
vessel is capable of carrying when floating at her 
load draught. 
 
GRT (Gross Registered Tonnage) 
 
Is the measure of the total internal volume of the 
ship, and is equal to the number deck tonnage plus 
the tonnage of all enclosed space above the 
tonnage deck. 
 
NRT (Net Registered Tonnage) 
 
Is the residual tonnage after the various allowances 
for propelling, power, crew spaces, and navigation 
spaces have been deducted from the gross 
tonnage 
 

- Magnitude is zero 
0 Insignificant 

 
Container Vessel 
A vessel has been instant with cell guides to carry 
containers. 
 
Mineral Oil Tanker vessel 
A vessel designed and constructed to carry Mineral 
Oil-in-bulk. 
 
General Cargo Container 
A vessel designed and constructed to carry general 
cargoes. 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 



 

 


