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IMPORT PRICE INDEX - December 2019 QUARTER
(Base Period: March 2009 quarter = 100.0)

Highlights of the quarter
(December 2019 quarter compared with the
September 2019 quarter)

e Import Price Index increased 3.4 percent
from the September 2019 quarter.

e Mineral Products Index recorded the
largest increase (up 6.7 percent).

e Food and beverage Index had the largest
decrease (down 5.1 percent)

Overview

The Import Price Index for the December 2019
quarter showed an overall increase of 3.4
percent from the September 2019 quarter. The
increase was mainly driven by a 6.7 percent
increase in mineral products index but partly
offset by a 5.1 percent decrease in the food and
beverage index. In comparison with the
December 2018 quarter, the December 2019
import price index fell 7.9 percent.

The four quarters ending December 2019
showed a 5.3 percent decrease in the overall
import price index over the four quarters ending
December 2018 quarter.

See table 1 and graph 1.

Graph 1: Overall Import Price Index
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HS Section 1: Live Animals; Animal Products
prices rise 3.4%.

Import prices index for Live Animal Products in
the December 2019 quarter rose 3.4 percent,
following a 1.4 percent rise in the September
2019 quarter. The current increase was led by
higher prices of meat products (up 4.1 percent),
reflecting higher prices of sheep meats (up 6.6
percent) and poultry meats (up 0.7 percent). The
prices of dairy products also increased (up 1.4
percent), reflecting higher prices of eggs (up 4.5
percent) and butter (up 21.5 percent). In
comparison with the December 2018 quarter,
the current live animals and animal products
index decreased 2.1 percent.

Reviewing the four quarters ending December
2019 over the four quarters ending December
2018, the current overall live animals and animal
products index decreased 3.7 percent.

See tables 1 and 2 and graph 2.




Graph 2: Aminal Products
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HS Section 2: Vegetable Products prices rise
2.7%.

Import Prices for Vegetables Products in the
December 2019 quarter increase 2.7 percent
from the September 2019 quarter. The current
increases were mainly influenced by higher
prices of milled products (up 4.9 percent)
reflecting higher prices of wheat products (up
49 percent). Vegetable products were also
increase (up 2.1 percent) reflecting higher prices
of potatoes (up 11.1 percent). In comparison
with December quarter 2018, the current
vegetable products index increased 7.8 percent.
Reviewing the four quarters ending December
2019 over the four quarters ending December
2018, the current overall vegetable products
index increased 6.7 percent.

See tables 1 & 2 and graph 3.

Graph 3: Vegetables Products
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HS Section 3: Animal or Vegetable fats & oils
prices fall 0.7%.

Animals or Vegetable fats and oils import prices
fell 0.7 percent in the December 2019 quarter,
following a 0.1 percent fall in the September
2019 quarter. The current fall was influenced by
lower prices of margarine (down 2.2 percent).
When compare with the December 2018 quarter,
the current animal or vegetable fats and oils
index increased 3.6 percent.

The four quarters ending December 2019
showed a 3.2 percent increase in the overall
animal or vegetable fats and oils index over the
four quarters ending December 2018.

See tables 1 & 2 and graph 4.

Graph 4: Fats & oils
Base: March 2009 Qtr =100.0
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HS Section 4: Food and Beverages prices fell
5.1%.

In the December 2019 quarter, the Food and
Beverages import prices fell 5.1 percent from the
previous quarter. The current fall was mainly
driven by lower prices of canned fish (down 5.6
percent) and sugar (down 9.6 percent). In
comparison with the December 2018 quarter,
the current food and beverages index decreased
4.9 percent.

When comparing the four quarters ending
December 2019 over the four quarters ending
December 2018, the overall food and beverages
index decreased 2.8 percent.

See tables 1 & 2 and graph 5.



Graph 5: Food & Beverage
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HS Section 5: Mineral Products price rose
6.7%.

Import Price for Mineral Products rose 6.7
percent in the December 2019 quarter, following
the 6.5 percent fall in the September 2019
quarter. In comparison with the December 2018
quarter, the current mineral products index
decreased 13 percent.

The overall mineral products index in the four
quarters ending December 2019 was 8.5 percent
lower than the four quarters ending December
2018.

See tables 1 & 2 and graph 6.

Graph 6: Mineral fuels
Base: March 2009 Otr = 100.0
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Technical Notes

The Import Price Index (MPI) measures changes
in the cost, insurance, and freight (CIF) prices of
imports of merchandise into Samoa. It is a fixed
weight index with March 2009 quarter = 100.0
and is calculated on a quarterly basis using the
International Harmonized System of Trade
Classification (HS). The items included in the
index were selected on the basis of their
importance to the total import.

The scope of the MPI relates to the following
sections of the International Harmonized System
of Trade Classification (HS): 1. Live Animals:
Animal Products, 2. Vegetable Products, 3.
Animal or Vegetable fats and oils, 4. Food and
Beverages and 5. Mineral Products. The index
represents 50 percent of total Imports.

The New base for MPI report is expected to be
available on 12th May 2020.

(Wl

Aliimuamua Malaefono Taua —T. Faasalaina
GOVERNMENT STATISTICIAN




[MPORT PRICE INDEX
Base: March 2009 Quarter = 100.)

Table1

07 2018 019 % Change
Dec19/| Decld/
CODE |  DESCRIFTION | Weight | Sep D | M Ju Sy  De | Mu  Juw Sp  Decfh) |Sepld|Decl8
ANTMAL PRODUCTS 8 | 103 | 18§ | 16§ | 181 | 188 | I | AT | ll6d 118§ g | M|

I Meat Mnl | 186 | BLT | BI§ | 107 | 113 | Bl§ | Bl 194 1220 210 ) 4l ) A3

| Day B8 | 1066 | 10§ | 13T M3 I | 1094 | 1023 103 101 M 42l

. |VEGETABLEPRODUCTS | 97 0l §94 511 36 8.1 87 %51 0.6 00 04 | 278
T Vemtables 00 | 1303 | 17 | 183 | 123 | 137 | 1034 | 119 | 124 1126 150 | 20| 90

0] Cereals ) W ) 634 604 634 66.] 604 613 613 68 64 | 18| 13

1| Milkd prods. 13 |l $04 %1 8. 9] 910 93 %3 %] 03 | 49 | 102

M. [FATS&OLS It 58 03 04 07 04 906 09 046 046 By | AT | 36
1§ Fats&ols 1000 | 888 03 03 07 04 %06 09 06 06 By | AT | %

IV.  |FOOD & BEVERAGE 98 | 1033 | 141 | 015 | 1027 | 1082 | 1030 | 97 011 1033 B0 | &1 49
W ComdBefCaiin| 86 | 67 | 66 | w2 | wr | ows | w5 | w | e [ we | e [ 4

11 Somrs U0 | 1603 | 1624 | 1605 | 1&7 | 107 | 119 | 110 | 1336 1433 B3| 46| -l

19 Coreals RN Y 33 fil W Ui $.7 $9 §14 §14 $4 12| A
MINERAL PRODUCTS 06 | 0§ | 1085 | 172 | 180 | 19 | 10§ | L0i8 | 1226 114§ my 61|10

| Mineral fuels 100 06 | 1053 | 172 | 180 | 129 | 146 | 1038 1226 1146 25 | 67 | -130
Total, All groups 100 | 990 | 1072 | 1124 | 1128 | 1203 | 1239 | 1070 | 1130 | 1104 | 1141 | 34 | 08

Sotree: Semaa Brrean Statisties (Econamice Divirion)

{P) Provicional fizures




IMPORT PRICE INDEX
Base: March 2009 Quarter = 100.0

Table 2
1017 018 1019 % Change
Sep Diac Mar Jumn Sep Diac Mar Junm Sep Drac 19/
017 017 2018 018 018 018 019 2019 019 Sep 19
L ANIMAL PRODUCTS
02X MMeat 128.6 131.7 | 131L.8 | 130.7 | 131.3 | 131.6 | 131.1 | 1194 1220 4.1
0204 Shes 209.0 2129 | 2246 | 2214 | 2206 | 2273 | 2370 | 2114 208.3 5.6
0207 Poultry 877 0.5 347 845 859 3240 773 727 781 0.7
04 Dairy 106.6 110.5 | 1137 | 111.5 | 111.3 | 109.4 | 1123 | 110.5 110.1 1.4
0401 Wil 026 o052 1002 6.6 067 03 7 o5 9 o5 4 G4 3 -11.1
0402 Milk, conc. 131.2 1249 | 128.7 | 1252 | 125.1 | 1232 | 127.4 | 1241 122. -2.2
0405 Butter 100.9 o6 0 9.0 082 6.1 o4 6 o7 9 104.8 104 8 21.5
0407 Eges 124 4 1562 | 1544 | 1553 | 156.8 | 157.7 | 160.1 | 1435 1455 4.5
I VEGETABLE PRODUCTS
07T Vegetables 130.5 127.7 | 1233 | 1225 | 113.7 | 105.4 | 151.9 | 1224 1126 2.1
0701 Potatoes 153 .8 151.8 | 1345 | 1359 | 151.1 | 1016 | 1586 | 1194 1089 2 111
0703 Cnions 100.3 06 .5 108.8 | 105.1 51.2 1104 | 143.1 | 126.4 117.4 -8.8
10 Cereals 62.0 58.8 56.4 68.4 56.7 56.4 57.3 57.5 58.7 -1.8
1006 Rics 62.0 688 66.4 68 4 667 66.4 673 675 687 -1.8
11 Milled prods. 92.1 Bo.4 BB.2 B6.5 B9.2 91.0 93.5 96.3 95.7 4.9
1101 Wheat 621 804 382 86.5 292 01.0 G35 o633 957 4.9
III. FATS & OILS
15 Fatz & oil=s BB8.8 90.5 90.8 20.7 90.4 90.6 90.9 94.6 94.6 -0.7
1507 Sova-bean 1000 1000 | 10000 | 1000 | 1000 | 1000 | 100.0 | 100.0 100.C 0.0
1516 Hydrogenated T8.5 85.8 54.2 85.8 86.1 37.8 86.7 37.0 872 0.3
1517 Margarins 506 880 S04 885 873 362 282 08 3 579 -2.2
IV. FOOD, BEVERAGES& TOBACCO
16 Meat, fish B5.7T B5.6 B1.2 B3.1 90.8 20.5 B1.7 B4.5 91.9 -5.6
1602 Corned Beef 117.2 1130 | 1134 | 1126 | 120.7 | 1126 | 105.8 | 1089 1092 2.2
1604 Canned fish T1.6 733 667 69 8 773 80.6 708 736 841 -10.2
17 Sugars 160.3 162.4 | 160.5 | 162.7 | 150.7 | 147.9 | 151.0 | 135.6 1458.5 -9.6
1701 Cans, best 160.3 162.4 | 160.5 | 162.7 | 1530.7 | 1479 | 151.0 | 135.6 1455 -9.8
19 Cereals B4.7 B6.3 B5.1 B4.7 B4.8 B6.7 B5.9 B7.4 B7T.4 1.2
1902 Pasta To.0 82.0 30.1 797 79.8 33.0 S04 30.8 80.9 1.8
1905 Bread 51.9 51.8 51.5 509 51.2 5l1.4 3.0 558 035 .6 0.5
V. MINERAL PRODUCTS
27 Mimeral fuels 90.6 105.5 | 117.2 | 118.0 | 1329 | 140.6 | 105, 1226 114.6 1223 6.7
2710 Petroleum oils 50.6 5.5 | 117.2 | 118.0 | 132.9 | 140.6 5. 122.6 114.6 122.3 8.7

Sornrce: Samoa Bureau Statistics (Ecorarmics Divisiorn)

(P} Provisional figures







